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Early Detection of New Plant Invaders 

 Develop committed network of 
weed watchers to 
• Look for new plant invaders 
• Share information 
• Reduce or prevent establishment of 

new invaders, including aquatic weeds 



Methods 
 Publications 
 Workshops 
 Weed Watch Days  
 Various locations across Montana 
 Target audiences 

• Weed coordinators 
• Extension agents 
• Agencies 
• Volunteer/                                                           

special interest groups 



Publications 

 Extension 
Bulletins 

 
 



Publications 
 Monthly 

Weed 
Posts 

 
 



Kalispell 
(9) 

Choteau 
(19) 

Helena 
(33) 

Missoula 
(24) 

Lima (16) 
Dillon (7) 

Bozeman 
(37) 

Billings 
(11) 

Glendive 
(9) 

Glasgow 
(26) 

Workshops and Weed Watch Days 

Columbus 
(19) 

indicates Weed Watch Day 



Participants 
 210 workshop participants 
 ~280 Monthly Post participants 
 20+ different entities 

U.S. EPA MT-Dept. Agriculture 

USDA-ARS MT-Dept. Environmental 
Quality 

USDA-FS MT-Dept. Natural Resource 
Conservation 

USDA-NRCS MT-Dept. Transportation 
USDI-BLM MT-Fish, Wildlife, and 

Parks 
USDI-NPS County Weed Districts 
U.S. FWS County Extension Agents 
U.S. Army Corps Engineers Tribes 
The Nature Conservancy Native Plant Society 
Private businesses Ranchers 



Lessons Learned Thus Far. . . 

 Utilize the “locals” 
 Events are fun, easy to organize, and 

important for education 
 Organize, organize, organize! 
 Motivating weed watcher network is 

challenging 
• Monthly Weed Post 
• Follow-up contact 

 



Questions 

 Jane Mangold 
 994-5513 
 jane.mangold@montana.edu 
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